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The Echo 

Mounds Park United Methodist Church 
1049 Euclid Street 
St. Paul, MN  55106-5616 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School…………………….9:15 am 

Worship …………………………….10:30 am 
(Communion is the 1

st
 Sunday of every month) 

STAFF: 
Rufus Campbell ………………………………………..……………….... Pastor 
Anna Barzey-Robinson.………………………..……. Administrative Assistant 
Eric Buck ……………………………………………………….... Youth Director 
Phyllis Carlson ……………………………... …………………………..Organist 
Midwest Special Services …………….....…………….…………... Custodians 

Church Office: 651.774.8736 
Church e-mail: secretarympumc@yahoo.com 

Web Site: www.moundsparkumc.org 

          Imagine No Malaria 

By the time you read this first paragraph – a child in Africa will have died from 

Malaria. Every 30 seconds a mother loses a precious child. Every 30  

seconds a father loses a son or daughter. Malaria claims more than one million 

lives each year and disproportionately affects pregnant women and children 

younger than five. Symptoms include fever, chills, vomiting, convulsions, and 

organ failure. 

Death from malaria is preventable. ―Ten years ago, there was no hope for a  

malaria vaccine. Now, new vaccines are being developed and tested every day. 

Never before have anti-malarial scientific and operational breakthroughs  

coincided so powerfully, and with so much promise.‖ Imagine No Malaria’s goal 

is to eradicate death from malaria by 2015.  

At the 2008 General Conference gathering in Fort Worth, Texas, conference 

delegates, who represent the worldwide United Methodist Church, voted to raise 

$75 million dollars in a partnership to save lives from malaria-related deaths in 

Africa. ― Imagine No Malaria is the result. Each annual conference has been as-

sessed a goal and our goal is 180,000 lives ($10 can save a life) at $1.8  

million. A generous donor kicked off the campaign with a $600,000 challenge 

grant.‖ 

Mounds Park UMC joined the other 300 plus United Methodist Congregations 

in Minnesota by launching its four week Imagine No Malaria campaign on  

Sunday, January 22, 2012 with Leia Williams, field coordinator from Annual 

Conference preaching in worship. Over the next four weeks we will learn about 

the four emphases of the campaign: Prevention, Treatment, Communication and 

Education. The campaign will end on Sunday, February 19th when all will be 

given an opportunity to make a pledge to save a life. Remember, $10.00 can 

save a life. 

See you in worship, Pastor Campbell                     

 

mailto:mpumc@hotmail.com
http://www.imaginenomalaria.org/
http://www.imaginenomalaria.org/
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                                 Words for Thought   

Of all earthly music, that which reaches farthest into heaven 
 is the beating of a truly loving heart.   

                                                                                 Henry Ward Beecher 
Things to Know  

Thank you! 

I wish to Thank You you all for the prayers that you said for my surgery and  

recovery. I am doing Great. Also  "Thank You" for the visits,cards,calls, and gifts. 

They were greatly appreciated. A special "Thank You" to Pastor Campbell for his 

prayers, visits, and for the time he spent with my family. God is so good. God's 

blessings on you all.                                                          Love, NancyLee Rassier 

 

Thank you for all the cards, visits, e-mails and phone calls while I was in the  

hospital and recovering at home in November.  It was so comforting to know that 

I was a part of this caring community called Mounds Park UMC.  

Louise Letnes 

I would like to thank all those who participated in UMW Sunday. We gave gifts 

in memory for the members who passed away during 2011. They are Pat Schiller, 

Shirlee Schroeder, David Miner and Shirley Harper. We also recognized Jean 

Thompson and Jan Pluff for all the volunteering they do for our church. 

 Linda Miner 

February Events  

UMW All Church Kitchen Shower 

You are invited to participate in the All Church Kitchen Shower! Please bring 

any of the following items to the church between February 1 and March 31: 

Dish soap, cleaning supplies, paper towels napkins, aluminum foil, plastic wrap, 

plastic bags (gallon and quart size), trash bags (30 gallon), dish towels, dish 

cloths, paper cups, paper plates, tissues, coffee filters (large and small), coffee 

decaf), and tea. Please place your donations in the box in the narthex. Donations 

will be appreciated and very helpful to our church! 

Report from January 9, 2012 Church Council Meeting 
Annual Church Conference date has been changed from January 30 to 

February 12. It will be preceded by a pot-luck lunch. 

Mounds Park Church will be taking part in the Healthy Smaller Church 

Initiative offered by the Minnesota Annual Conference.  The purposes are to 

build leadership skills of small church pastors and key lay leaders and to 

form collegial relationships with neighboring small churches for mutual  

support and possible collaborative ministries.  We are one of nine churches in 

St. Paul invited to consider this opportunity. 

Leadership training for new (and continuing) members in leadership  

positions will be offered February 20, 2012. 

Church Council will not meet in February.  Our next meeting will be March 

19, 2012. 

The Christmas Brunch held on December 24th was very successful (82  

people in attendance).  Plans are being made for another brunch next year on 

the Saturday before Christmas (December  22, 2012). The 4pm service had 

40 people, 11pm 35 people and the Christmas Day service 61 people. 

Vacation Bible School:  August 19-23, 2012! 

Rummage Sale April 28, 2012. You can bring items to the stage area  

beginning in mid-March. 

Urban CROSS was awarded the Investing in Congregations Grant of 

$10,500. 

Scout Sunday is February 26, 2012. 

Preliminary final finance report for 2011 shows income of over $37,000 in 

December and expenditures of just over $16,000.  The final deficit is around 

$30,500 for 2011. 

Louise Letnes, Church Council Chairperson 
 
Merrick Community Services Food Shelf Update 

The response of giving from the congregation was again good in 2011. Along 

with many pounds of food and household items, $1961.50 was given to the 

Merrick Food Shelf which is now located at 1075 Hudson Road . The need 

has been very big and continues to be so, but your hearts have also been big. 

Thanks to all who have been faithful in their giving.   

Gene Wandersee-Food Shelf Coordinator 
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EAST SIDE ECUMENICAL CHURCHES 

Lent  and Holy Week 2012 

Theme –  ―Songs of the Heart: Engaging the Psalms for Lent‖ 

Resource: Psalms for Praying: An Invitation to Wholeness by Nan C. Merrill, 

Continuum Press, 10th ed.  

Offering –  Divided equally between God’s Closet and  

Merrick Community Food Shelf  

Soup suppers – Suggested donation $3.00.  

Schedule:  All services at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. unless otherwise indicated.  

Soup Suppers at 6:00 p.m. 

Date      Location    Preaching  

Feb. 22  Ash Wednesday  Arlington Hills UMC           Jenni Eagleman 

Feb. 29    Hazel Park Community UCC Melba Lewis 

March 7    Mounds Park UMC  Rick MacArthur 

March 14    Wheelock Parkway UMC Rufus Campbell 

March 21    Epworth UMC   Chip Nielsen 

March 28    Christ UMC    Carol Zaagsma 

Apr. 5, Maundy Thursday Arlington Hills Presbyterian Oliver White

                 Communion 7:00 only, Soup at 6:00 p.m.    

Apr. 6, Good Friday  Hazel Park Community UCC Tenebrae  

                                with Combined Choir 7:00 only, No Soup Supper  

    

Adult Circles and Groups  

Mary Circle          

Monday, February 6th at 9:30am, held in the church. 

Lydia Circle          

Monday, February 6th at 7pm. 

Menôs Night         

Tuesday, February 7th at 5:30pm. 

 

increased number of delegates from outside the United States.  

Groups of churches in Africa, Asia and Europe are known as ―central  

conferences.‖ Central conferences will have 372 delegates, up 96 from the 

2008 assembly and up 186 from the gathering in 2004. Two hundred  

eighty-two of the central conference delegates will be from Africa, up 90 from 

2008. The 24 annual conferences in the Philippines will have 48 delegates. An 

additional 10 delegates will come from ―concordat‖ churches with which the 

denomination has a formal relationship: four from Great Britain and two each 

from Puerto Rico, Mexico and the Caribbean & the Americas. The United 

Methodist Church has special covenant relationships with the Methodist  

traditions in those countries. 

Bishops 

Retired and active bishops attend the conference but do not vote and may not 

speak in plenary sessions without permission from the assembly. Individual 

bishops preside over business sessions, normally serving for one morning,  

afternoon or evening period. All bishops, active and retired, attend the entire 

conference. Presiding bishops are selected by a General Conference  

committee. Each presiding bishop selects a bishop to serve as a  

parliamentarian.  

Legislation 

Primary sources of legislation are petitions and proposals from church  

agencies and organizations. Petitions must be submitted 210 days before the 

opening of the conference. Any organization, ordained minister or lay  

member of the church may petition the General Conference. Approximately 

1,600 pieces of legislation are expected at the 2012 assembly.  

As in the U.S. Congress, the bulk of General Conference business is  

conducted in legislative committees. Each committee receives petitions and 

proposals, debates them, and determines whether to approve, amend, combine 

or reject them for recommendation to the full body of General Conference.  

All proposed legislation—from individuals, organizations, churchwide  

agencies and annual conferences—is printed in the Advance Daily Christian 

Advocate.  

                   Submitted by Jan Pluff, Communications Chairperson 
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Elizabeth Circle   

Monday, February 13th at 6pm. The Elizabeth Circle will dine at the Machine 

Shed (8511 Hudson Blvd. Lake Elmo). Spouses are invited. Meet at the Sun Ray 

Transit parking lot at 5:30 P.M. to carpool, or at the restaurant at 6:00P.M. Contact 

Pat Marzolf for reservations. 

Friendship Club   

Wednesday, February 29th at Noon, Meal $8.00.  

Meal: beef stroganoff and  noodles, fruit salad, mixed veges, rolls and dessert 

Entertainment: Jeanne Rogers, singing songs and reciting poems 

 

Youth and Family Activities and Information  

Neighborhood Family Movie Night 

Feb 19, from 4:30-8pm is our next installment. Table games at 4:30, dinner at 

5:15 and the movie (Mulan) at 6.  Games, popcorn, lemonade and movie are free; 

dinner is free-will donation, and the Youth Group sells concessions to support 

their Compassion Sponsor Child in India.  Family, friends and neighbors are  

always invited. 

Youth Events 

UMYS (United Methodist Youth) for high schoolers is the weekend of the 3rd-5th 

at a hotel in St. Louis Park.  Please pray for a spirit lead and filled weekend. 

Bowling for all our teens will be on the 5th from 3-5:30pm.  2 games and shoe 

rental will only be $10 per person…  Adults are invited, too (show us what you’re 

made of). 

The Buck Hill Ski Overnighter is Friday the 17th.  Meet at church at 9pm… and be 

back around 6am.  Ski/snowboard rentals and lessons available.  Cost is $30. 

The youth will be going to Richmond, VA in July for its mission trip.  Head to the 

internet to see what the United Methodist Urban Ministries of Richmond and  

Shalom Farms are all about.  We’ll fill you in on more of our trip details in each 

Echo. 

Highlights 

Praises to all who were a part of the Christmas Eve Brunch and Human Slide 

Show. Several of the youth from the Venture Crew had never been in a Christmas 

pageant before.  It’s believed that 82 people were in attendance. 

The Site 

Sites for the international gatherings, held every four years, are rotated among the 

church’s five regional U.S. jurisdictions. The 2000 conference was held in  

Cleveland, Ohio (North Central Jurisdiction), the 2004 conference was held in 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (Northeastern Jurisdiction), andthe 2008 conference was 

held in Fort Worth, Texas (South Central Jurisdiction). The 2012 conference is  

being held in Tampa, Florida, part of the Southeastern Jurisdiction. The 2016 

General Conference will meet in Portland, Oregon. (Western Jurisdiction). 

Main Tasks 

During the 11 -day session, 988 delegates will revise The Book of Discipline, 

which regulates the manner in which local churches, annual conferences and  

general agencies are organized. The book sets policies regarding church  

membership, ordination, administration, property and judicial procedures. The  

assembly may modify most disciplinary paragraphs by majority vote, but the 

Constitution can only be amended by a two-thirds affirmative vote, followed by a 

two-thirds affirmative vote of the aggregate number of members voting in annual 

conference session. Delegates may not revoke or change the Articles of Religion 

or the Confession of Faith unless two-thirds of the delegates agree to change this 

provision and three-fourths of the annual conference members also agree. 

Delegates also revise The Book of Resolutions, a volume declaring the church’s 

stance on a variety of social justice issues. The book contains more than 300  

resolutions that are considered instructive and persuasive, but are not binding on 

members. 

In addition, the assembly approves plans and budgets for churchwide programs 

for the next four years and elects members of the Judicial Council and the  

University Senate.  

Delegates 

Equal numbers of lay and clergy delegates are selected from each annual  

conference. Every annual conference is guaranteed one lay and one clergy  

delegate.  

Just as the U.S. Congress redistricts every 10 years following a national census, 

the number of lay and clergy delegates assigned from each annual conference 

changes each quadrennium based on the number of lay and clergy members. The 

total number of delegates is limited to 1,000. The 2012 conference will have an  
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t-shirts each night, help lead us to projects…  A more in depth list will be 

posted, along with job descriptions… so please consider how you can be a part 

of Urban CROSS. 

 

United Methodist Women  

If you are a woman interested in joining a circle we have 3 groups meeting 

monthly. Please see the information under "Adult Circles and Groups" to find a 

day and time that best fits you or call me and I will try to help you find a good 

fit for you. 

Upcoming UMW Event: On April 28th the Elizabeth Circle will sponsor 

a Rummage Sale with clothing and household goods for sale. We are unable to 

take electronics such as computers, TVs, stereos, etc. The Lydia Circle will be 

sponsoring a Bake Sale on that date too. More info to come in the March 

ECHO.                                                                                Linda Miner, President 

 

Sunday Attendance  

January Worship Attendance:     

1/1:74     1/8:97       1/15:116   1/22: 101   1/29: unknown      

January Sunday School Attendance:   

1/1:N/A   1/8:39       1/15:32    1/22: 35    1/29: unknown 

Grocery Give A-Way Worship Attendance:       

1/21: 6    

 

Articles  

GENERAL CONFERENCE 

Overview 

The United Methodist Church’s top legislative body, the General Conference, 

will gather April 24-May 4 in Tampa, Florida. Nine hundred and eighty-eight 

delegates from around the world will set policy and direction for the church, as 

well as handle other business. General Conference is the only entity that speaks 

for The United Methodist Church.  

15 youth and 3 adults got a good ―jump‖ on the New Year at the Sky Zone  

Indoor Trampoline Park.  Ever play dodge ball on a ―court‖ of trampolines? 

Scouting News 

Girl Scout Cookies will go on sale Saturday the 11th… just to warn you.  How 

can anyone resist? 

Scout Sunday is on the 26th.  We will take this opportunity to celebrate all forms 

of scouting (Girl, Boy, Cub, Venturing, Camp Fire), and the major awards any of 

our scouts have earned this past year.  Please contact Eric Buck with your  

program, unit numeral, what level you are at (youth AND adults) and any  

special awards you have earned since last year’s Scout  

Sunday. 

News of Cub Scout Pack 217:  

The Blue & Gold Banquet will be the afternoon of the 26th.  It’s their annual 

event to celebrate the birth of Boy Scouting, a special time for special awards… 

and the time when their 5th grade Cubs ―cross over‖ to be Boy Scouts. 

This will be the Pack’s last B&G here at Mounds Park UMC, as they will be 

moving their meetings over to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church on Johnson  

Parkway.  The Pack is moving to be able to meet in the same space that Troop 

217 meets.  OSLC also comes with the benefit of having a gym.   I have word 

that the scouts might still come over and help with some of our ministries (like 

the Grocery Give away).  The Pack will be missed, as they have been a blessing 

to our church.  Pack 217 has been at Mounds Park UMC for 12 years. 

As a parting gift, and token of our well wishes, our Church Council has  

approved a special offering for the Pack to be taken on Scout Sunday (February 

26) during worship. This congregation has been a wonderful  

support to them, and it would be wonderful to send them off in style. The Pack 

will be missed. It’ll be far too quiet around here on Wednesday eves. 

Urban CROSS 

Believe it or not, Urban CROSS is right around the corner… June 10-16.  The 

Urban CROSS Ministry Team has been meeting… and praying… for this year’s 

experience to bring the gospel to the doorstep of our neighbors.  But to do this, 

we’ll need your help.  Some examples are: prayer partners, supply tools or paint, 

help in the tool shed, be a Major Group Leader, be a Team In Ministry Leader, 

be an overnight chaperone for our youth, help in the kitchen, launder our staff  



 

                                                                        * February Birthdays and Anniversaries *    
Janiece Hunter     2/1    birthday         Joel Walther                  2/1     birthday          Melissa Marrone           2/4    birthday           Jon Mayer                     2/10    birthday                                                                                  
Maxfield Austin           2/11   birthday         Bernice Peden              2/12    birthday          Alice Stahnke              2/14    birthday          Christy Hamman          2/15     birthday          
Lu Ann Friday             2/16  birthday         Darin Schilling              2/16    birthday          Thomas Otley              2/17    birthday          Marian Thompson         2/17    birthday                          
Laurene Mykkanen    2/24  birthday        Tom Mueller                 2/25    birthday          Jacob Picht                  2/25   birthday          Rose Holley                    2/27   birthday 
Maddie Christenson    2/28  birthday         Jamey Picht                 2/28    birthday          Tajeigh Plenty Horse   2/28   birthday          Michael Wilhelmson       2/29   birthday 
                                            Don & Marian Thompson     2/7     Anniversary                    Don & Evelyn Reichert     2/24     Anniversary   

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

                                                                                                                                        

                   

                
  

     

 6:15pm Urban CROSS   1 
            Ministry Team 

 6:30pm Cub Scout Den  

               Meeting 

2 
 5:00pm Open Fellowship 
 6:30pm Movers and  
              Shakers 
  

3 
        Youth at UMYS 3-5            

                         4 

  

 

 No Malaria               5 
12:00pm Handbells 

 3:00pm SAY Bowling 
 4:00pm Family/Kid’s Club 

              Youth Return from  

                     UMYS 

6 
 9:30am Mary Circle 

 7:00pm Lydia Circle 

 7:00pm Worship Com. 

              Meeting 

7 
 2:30pm Women’s Chorus 

 5:30pm Men’s Night  

 6:30pm Knitting Group 

8 
 6:30pm Cub Scout Den  

               Meeting 

 6:15pm Community in  

              Prayer 

9 
 6:30pm Movers and  
              Shakers 
 5:00pm Open Fellowship 
 6:45pm Girl Scouts 

10 
        

11 
 9:00am Hosting Healthy  
              Church Initiatives 

 No Malaria             12 
12:00pm Handbells 

12:00pm All Church Conf. 

  6:00pm SonDay  

  7:00pm SAY  

13 
 6:00pm Elizabeth Cir.  

 6:30pm Covenant  

              Keepers 

        

14 
 2:30pm Women’s Chorus 

 6:30pm Knitting Group 

 7:00pm Trustees Mtg. 

  

1:30pm Founder’s Mtg.15 
 6:15pm Urban CROSS    
            Ministry Team 

 6:30pm Cub Scout Den  

               Meeting 

  

16 
 5:00pm Open Fellowship 
 6:30pm Movers and  
              Shakers 

17 
  9:00pm Youth Buck Hill  
               Overnight Ski 

18 
10:00am Grocery 
               Give-A-Way 

No Malaria  -          19 

Save a  Life                                          
12:00pm Handbells 

  4:30pm Family Movie Night  

20 
  

21 
 2:30pm Women’s Chorus 

 6:30pm Knitting Group 

Ash Wednesday     22 
 6:00pm Cub Scout Pack  

               Meeting 

23 
 5:00pm Open Fellowship 
 6:30pm Movers and  
              Shakers 
 6:45pm Girl Scouts 

24 
 
 

                                 25 
 9:00am Leadership           

              Orientation 

 6:00pm Blue & Gold  

              Set-up 

 Scout Sunday            26 
1st Sunday of Lent 
12:00pm Handbells 

 3:00pm Blue/Gold Banquet 

 6:00pm Son Day 

 7:00pm SAY  

                               27 
 

28 
 2:30pm Women’s Chorus 

  

29 
12:00pm Friendship Club 

 6:15pm Urban CROSS    
            Ministry Team 

*Congratulations* 

Bernice Peden on your 90th birthday! 

Laurene Mykkanen on your 100th birthday! 

                                              FEBRUARY 2012  
 
 

 Sundays 
 9:15am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

** ECHO deadline ** 

Conference Report Deadline 

Please see ECHO Articles for the 

Ecumenical Services  

schedule beginning February 22nd. 



 

2012 Stewardship Campaign Update 

We have been enjoying an exciting and blessed Fall Stewardship Campaign here 

at Mounds Park Church in the months of October and November!  

Stewardship Letters were mailed out to all our members and friends in October. 

Each Stewardship Sunday we have been learning and growing from the sermons 

Pastor Rufus has preached about how God would have us handle our personal  

finances and practice Godly, Biblical Stewardship of what God has entrusted to 

us. Also during this time, we have all been inspired and blessed by the 16 personal 

testimonies we have heard and  read from our church members about how God 

has touched and changed their lives through Mounds Park Church. The complete 

series of 16 wonderful testimonies was mailed out to our church members and 

friends in November and we have had a prayer team of 23 people praying for the 

Stewardship Campaign during this time. Commitment Sunday was held on  

November 20th.  

So far as of  January 18, 2012 we have received 45 pledges from our church  

members and friends for a total of $90,906 Mounds Park Church in 2012. Our 

goal this year was to have everyone prayerfully consider if it was God’s will for 

them to increase their pledge for 2012 above their 2011 amount, or to begin 

pledging for 2012 if they have not done so in the past. If you have not yet filled 

out your 2012 Pledge Card, please do so. Pledge materials were mailed out in the 

October Stewardship Letter. 2012 Stewardship packets are also available in the  

literature rack  in the church narthex, or you can call the church office. Fill out the 

pledge card, put it in the privacy envelope provided and place it in the  

offering plate on Sunday morning or mail it to the church. God is doing  

exciting things at our church! Be a part of touching and changing lives for God 

through Jesus Christ at Mounds Park UM Church! Thank you! 

Gerald Manthei– Stewardship Chairperson 

 

2012 Stewardship Campaign Update 
We are doing well, but we still need your help! 

Previous Years 
 

 

 

 

 

Year 2007 Total 

$94,505 Ÿ 

Year 2008 Total 

$87,734 Ÿ 

 

 

 

Year 2010 Total 

$67,636 Ÿ 

Year 2009 Total 

$63,940 Ÿ 

Year 2011 Total 

$58,000 Ÿ 

 

 

 

 

 

This Year 2012 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As of January 18, 2012 

Ŷ$90,906 

 

 


